Primary lymphoma of bone.
Primary lymphoma of bone is a rare clinical entity that accounts for less than one per cent of all non-Hodgkin's lymphomas. Although they occasionally present as a solitary lesion in bone, lymphoma involving bone is a manifestation of disseminated disease in many instances. All patients initially found to have a solitary lymphoma of bone need to be thoroughly investigated for systemic disease because more than half of the patients presenting with initially solitary bone lesions are found to have systemic disease involving lymph nodes and/or other organs. Choice of therapeutic management is based on the stage of disease. Stage I-E primary lymphoma of bone can be controlled in 70-90% of cases using local radiation therapy alone if adequate radiation doses are used. Patients with advanced disease should be treated with combination chemotherapy in addition to local radiotherapy. Loeffler et al reported long-term survival results of 90% 8-year actuarial overall survival rate for children with primary lymphoma of bone who received combined therapy with radiation and chemotherapy (adriamycin, prednisone and oncovin). The actuarial lymphoma-free survival rate was 100% at eight years. Regardless of stage of the disease, radiation treatment to the primary tumor appears to be critical for adequate local control of disease as well as rapid symptomatic relief.